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Ihis  brochure  is  published  as  a  supplement  to  the  author’s  his¬ 
tory  of  his  family.  I  he  History  was  published  in  February,  1951. 
At  the  time  of  its  publication  very  little  was  known  about  the 
European  ancestry  of  the  Eisenhart  family.  Since  then,  some  of 
the  information  contained  in  this  brochure  was  located  by  the 
author;  for  most  of  it,  however,  the  author  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Fritz 
Braun  of  Kaiserslautern,  Germany.  Dr.  Braun’s  research  has 
disclosed  1)  evidence  of  Eisenharts  in  Germany  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  ago,  2)  that  many  Eisenharts  served  their  generations 
in  church  and  state  and  3)  that  those  who  immigrated  to  America 
in  1751  de  scended  in  direct  line  from  an  ancestor  who  was  born 
about  four  hundred  fifty  years  ago.  There  are  still  undiscovered 
sources  of  information  relating  to  Eisenharts  both  here  in  Amer¬ 
ica  and  in  Europe.  The  writer  urges  others  to  search  for  it,  and 
to  publish  the  results  of  their  findings. 

Old  Records 

As  stated  in  the  writer’s  History,  the  Eisenhart  family  orig¬ 
inated  in  Germany,  Europe.  The  oldest  records,  hitherto  discov¬ 
ered,  relate  to  an  Eisenhart  who  lived  in  the  year,  775  A.  D. ;  i.e., 
during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Great  (Charlemagne).  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  exact  copy  of  one  of  five  similar  records  in  the 

writer’s  possession;  it  is  a  transcription  from  the  Codex  Laurisha- 
mensis  of  the  Monastery  of  Lorsch,  Germany.  It  is  written  in 
mediaeval  Latin,  the  language  in  use  at  the  time. 

#  459  Donatio  Jsenhardi  in  Haselahe. 

Gundelandus  In  Christo  nomine  die  kalendus  novembris 

abbas  anno  8  Karoli  regis  (1.  Nov.  775)  ego  Jsen- 

hart  dono  ad  sanctum  Nazarum  martyrem,  qui 
requiescit  in  corpore  in  monasterio  Laurisham 
ubi  venerabilis  Gundelandus  abbas  preesse 
videtur  in  Haselahe  marca  quidquid  habere 
vidcor  et  mancipia  1 5  et  habam  stipulations 
subnixa. 

Actum  in  monasterio  Laurisham  die  et  tem¬ 
pore,  quo  supra  ! 
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A  translation  of  the  record  cited :  Donation  of  Jsenhard  in 
Haselahe.  ...  In  Christ’s  name,  Kalends  of  November,  in  the 
year  8  of  Charles,  King,  (Nov.  1,  775)  ...  I,  Isenhart,  give  to 
the  holy  martyr  of  the  Nazarene,  whose  body  reposes  in  peace  in 
the  monastery  Lanrisham,  where  the  venerable  Gundelandus  pre¬ 
sides  as  abbot,  whatever  I  own  in  the  village  Haselahe,  and  15 
bondmen.  .  .  .  Done  in  the  Lorsch  monastery,  on  the  day  and  at 
the  time  given  above. 

Lorsch  monastery  was  founded  by  the  Benedictines  in  763  A.  D. 
The  church  was  consecrated  in  the  presence  of  the  emperor, 
Charles  the  Great  (Charlemagne).  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1621.  Lorsch  is  situated  between  the  city  of  Worms  and  Bensheim 
in  the  Rhine  Valley  near  Heidelberg. 

The  Eiscnhart  referred  to  in  the  above  Latin  record  is  the  same 
person  who  donated  to  the  Monastery  of  Lorsch  in  Waldach,  Nov. 
9,  779;  in  Talhcim,  May  6,  782;  and  in  Giselstein,  Sept.  1,  782. 
The  records  referred  to  herein  are  numbered  466/L363S ; 
366/3305;  and  460,  respectively.  In  record  #460,  the  Eisen- 
hart  was  the  authorized  agent  for  Count  Gerold  of  Nagold  district, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Charles  the  Great.  Record  #319,  dated 
April  1,  788,  refers  to  an  Eisenhart  who,  in  the  Latin  record, 
is  called  Prespiter,  which  translated  into  German  is  Pfarrer,  and 
in  English  is  priest.  The  latter’s  donation  was  made  in  the  village 
of  Huodingen,  and  “in  perpetuity.” 


Later  Records 


There  arc  records  of  Eisenharts  who  lived  in  Germany  during 


the  interval  between  the  fourteenth  and  the  nineteenth  centuries, 
but  it  cannot  be  proven  that  they  were  the  descendants  of  the 
Eisenharts  who  made  bequests  to  the  Monastery  of  Lorsch.  One 
such  record  may  be  seen  in  the  Statistical  Land  Office,  V  urtem- 
berg,  Germany;  source:  Bd.  IV,  District  of  Donau,  S.  623  u.  304. 
The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  German  transcription  of  the 
record  cited,  which  record  is  in  the  author’s  possession : 


The  Eisenhart  castle  (Burg),  near  Alberis,  chief  administra¬ 
tive  center  of  Wangen,  is  the  ancestral  seat  of  the  progenitor  ot 
the  Eisenhart  community. 

The  castle  (Burg)  fell  into  ruins:  the  nobility  became  extinct 
in  the  fourteenth  century. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  (1596),  the  title  was  revived  in  Prussia 
by  restoring  the  nobility. 

,  The  Prussian  nobility  was  invested  (with  a  fief)  by  Rudolph 
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II,  German  Kaiser,  in  1596,  and  on  the  2nd  of  October  1786  was 
renewed. 

The  bearers  of  the  title  were : 

Secretary  of  State  von  Eisenhart,  known  in  the  War  of  Inde¬ 
pendence. 

Benedick  Eisenhart,  abbot  in  Upper  Bavaria,  died  1669. 

Jodokus  Eisenhart,  counselor  in  Rotenbure-  died  1565 

Michael  Eisenhart,  lawyer  in  Speyer. 

Eisenhart-Kothe,  Major  General  Friedrich  von  Eisenhart,  died 
1K39;  and  his  consort,  Helena  von  Rothe,  descendant  of  an  old 
Ihuringian  noble  family.  They  received  permission  from  King 
Frederick  Wilhelm  IV,  brother  of  Kaiser  Wilhelm  I,  to  assume 
ihe  name  and  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  Rothe  nobility 


Additional  Records 

Sou  ices .  I  lotestant  Church  Book,  Dachtel  and  Deckenpfronn, 
District  of  Bobhngen,  Wiirtemberg,  Germany.  The  following  rec¬ 
ords  trace  Eisenhart  descendants  in  direct  line  from  the  year  1520 
or  1530  to  the  year  1770;  they  were  translated  from  German 
records  in  possession  of  the  writer: 

1.  Jakob  Ysenhart,  the  older;  b.  about  1520  or  1530,  m 

Ursula  — - -. 

2.  Georg  Eysenhart,  farmer  of  Dachtel;  b.  before  1559;  d. 
May  30,  1635  in  Dachtel;  m.  Agatha  Krauss,  Oct.  18,  1585,  a 

dau.,  of  George  Krauss  of  Gechingen,  two  miles  northwest  of 
Dachtel. 

3.  Georg  Eisenhart,  Guardian  of  Spiritual  Interests  (Heili- 
genpfleger)  and  burgess  of  the  town,  Dachtel;  b.  Apr.  5,  1589  in 
Dachtel,  d.  Jan.  6,  1676  in  Dachtel;  m.  Katharina  Aberman, 
Oct.  18,  1619  in  Dachtel,  a  dau.,  of  Michael  Aberman,  farmer 
in  Dachtel;  she  was  b.  Oct.  30,  1590  in  Dachtel;  d.  Feb  22 
1675  in  Dachtel. 

4.  Jorg  Eisenhardt,  farmer  in  Dachtel;  b.  May  28,  1624;  d. 

— — - ;  m.  Katharine  Schneider,  Oct.  23,  1649,  a  dau./ of 

Endns  Schneider  of  Deckenpfronn;  her  birth  and  death  dates 
are  not  recorded. 

5.  Andreas  Eisenhart,  farmer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
(Gcrichtsverwandter)  in  Dachtel;  b.  Feb.  8,  1654  in  Dachtel; 

d  - - ;  m.  Agathc  Aychlin,  Oct..  12,  1680,  a  dau.,  of 

Balthas  Aychlin  of  Deckenpfronn;  she  was  b.  Jan.  25,  1660  in 
Deckenpfronn,  and  d.  Feb.  4,  1714  in  Dachtel. 

6.  Balthas  Eisenhardt,  farmer  in  Dachtel;  b.  May  5  1685 
in  Dachtel ;  d.  May  17,  1748  in  Dachtel;  m.  Anna  Barbara 
Koenig,  June  19,  1715,  a  dau.,  of  Georg  Koenig,  shoemaker  of 
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Ehningen,  four  miles  southeast  of  Dachtel ;  she  .was  b.  heh. 

1691 ;  d.  Nov.  24,  1751  in  Dachtel ;  aged  60  yrs.  8  mo. 

7.  Balthas  Eisenhardt  had  a  son,  Andreas;  his  family  is 
referred  to  in  the  “Ancestry  of  the  John  Franklin  Eisenhart 
Family” ;  he  m.  Anna  Margaretha  Herter,  Oct.  14,  1738 

,  1930336 

Four  Other  European  Families 

1.  Michael  Eisenhart;  b.  about  1440;  buried  in  Rothenberg  in 

the  Franciscan  cloister;  m.  Anna  Triib,  dau.,  Geoige  K iib,  the 
ologian  in  Rothenburg  on  Tauber  and  resident  of  Jagst  district; 
his 'dau  Margaret  Eisenhardt  was  born  at  Rothenburg  about 
1485;  she  m.  Luke  Boss,  Sr.,  who  was  born  about  1480  and  d. 
about  1550;  he  was  a  Rothenburger  and  a  son  of  —  ■ ;  ]j0SS 

and  Anna  Wackcr.  German  Ancestry  Bk„  Vol.  #43,  page  94. 

2.  Agatha  Eisenhart  married  Nicholas  Finck  of  Reutlingcn;  he 
was  a  shopkeeper  and  sergeant-major  (of  cavalry)  ;  b.  at  (vein- 
lingen,  Dec.  12,  1620;  d.  at  Reutlingcn,  Oct.  18,  1669.  Genealogical 
Handbook  of  Burgher  Families;  Vol.  #34,  p.  261. 

3.  Johann  Melchoir  Eisenhart,  evangelical,  b.  —  '• 

_ 1 - ;  m.  Anna  Catharina - ;  they  had  a  son,  Johann 

Martin  Eisenhart,  farmer;  b.  and  bap.,  Nov.  14,  1754  in  Dachtel; 
d.  June  3,  1843  in  Dachtel  ;.m.  Anna  Katharma  Weiss;  b.  Api  • 
27*1760  at  Dachtel;  she  was  a  dau.,  of  Johannes  Weiss,  a  butcher, 

ev!,  and  his  wife,  Anna  Margaretha  - — •  J-  ^rtin  s 

d.,  Feb.  23,  1844  at  Dachtel;  they  were  m.,  Oct.  20,  17/8.  Soma  . 

Protestant  Church  Book:  Bd.  24,  1843,  Nr.  9. 

4  Jakob  Eisenhart,  commoner  and  farmer,  ev.,  b.  -  ■  • 

d.  - _ ;  m.  Katharina  - - ,  dates  not  recorded;  they 

had  a  son,  Johann  lyiichael  Eisenhart,  commoner  and  farmer;  b. 

July  18,  1762;  bap.,  July  19th  at  Dachtel;  d.,  Oct.  25,  1830 
(buried  at  Dachtel  Oct.  27)  ;  m.  Elizabeth  Katharina  Sattler,  Ma\ 

31,  1785,  at  Dachtel,  a  dau.,  of  Friedrich  Sattler,  ev.,  commonei 
and  farmer  at  Dachtel,  and  his  wife,  Katharma,  born  Koenig. 
Johann  Michael’s  wife  d.  June  22,  1827,  at  Dachtel ;  buried  June 
24th.  Source:  Protestant  Church  Book,  Dachtel,  Bobhngm. 
Wurtemberg. 

Eiseniiarts  in  Switzerland 

During  the  summer  of  1952,  the  writer  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Frederick  Wilhelm  Eisenhart  who  lived  in  Interlaken,  Switzer¬ 
land.  From  him  personally,  the  following  information  was  ob¬ 
tained:  His  family  originated  in  Liptingen,  Baden,  Germany,  a 
state  bordering  on  Switzerland;  he  said  theie  are  still  tvunt\  h\<. 
Eisenharts  living  there.  His  ancestors  crossed  the  border  into 
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Switzerland.  His  grandfather’s  name  was  Leo,  and  his  father’s, 
Ignaz ;  both  were  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He 
has  a  brother,  Frank,  who  lives  in  Warsaw,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 

Frederick  lived  on  Hoheweg  Street,  Interlaken.  He  is  the  manu¬ 
facturer  of  an  “Eisenhart  watch,”  and  conducts  a  high  class  watch 
and  clock  shop.  He  was  married  twice;  his  first  wife,  was  Rose 
Hiltbrunner,  with  whom  he  had  four  sons;  viz.,  Kurt  Bruno, 
Heinz  Othmoir,  Egon  Adolph,  and  Fritz.  His  second  wife  was 
Martha  Steinar ;  their  children  are  Gottfried  (Freddy)  and  Peter 
(Willy)  ;  they  are  a  cultured  family  and  speak  English. 

Erwin  Eisenhart,  Wurtemberger 

The  writer  visited  Herr  Eisenhart  at  his  home  in  Deckenpfronn, 
Calw  Kreis,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  Aug.  4,  1952.  The  town  is 
located  on  a  gently  rolling  upland.  Stretching  in  every  direction 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  sec,  one  beholds  an  idyllic  farm  scene  of  un¬ 
surpassed  beauty.  Miles  away  to  the  south,  the  Black  Forest  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  horizon;  at  one’s  feet  lies  Deckenpfronn,  a  typical 
Wurtemberg  village.  Dachtel,  four  miles  distant,  is  situated  in  the 
trough  of  a  valley  (Thai)  on  the  roof  (Dach),  so  to  speak,  of 
the  upland  referred  to;  it  is  a  small  village,  where  members  of 
the  Eisenhart  family  lived  when  their  cousins  came  to  America 
in  1751 — an  appropriate  name  for  the  village. 

Erwin  Eisenhart  was  the  son  of  Gottlieb  Eisenhart,  teacher, 
and  the  grandson  of  Frederick  Eisenhart,  teacher,  also.  All  three 
Eisenharts  were,  in  turn,  burgomasters  of  Deckenpfronn.  Our 
cousins  were  gracious  hosts  who  practice  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  two  inscriptions  on  the  walls  of  their  home ;  they  may  be  seen 
1 )  just  inside  the  entrance  door,  and  2)  on  a  framed  reproduction 
of  the  Eisenhart  coat  of  arms.  The  inscriptions  are: 

1)  Grtiss  Gott !  and  2)  Finer  fur  Alle 

Tritt  ein.  Alle  fur  Finer. 

Bring  Gluck  Herein. 

The  sketch  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  ( Wappenskizze)  is  in  color;  a 
description  of  it,  together  with  a  translation  of  the  German  in¬ 
scription  on  it  follows: 

The  Wappen  in  the  home  of  Erwin  Eisenhart  consists  of  a 
•shield  divided  into  four  parts,  and  a  crest.  The  upper  right  and 


' 

■  1 

,  .  i  ;•)  .o  "  '  ■  >  ’  . 


J oh)]  Franklin  Eisenhart  Family 


lower  left  fields  have  a  conventionalized  fleur-de-lis  superimposed 
upon  each ;  the  lower  right  and  upper  left  fields  have  one  rampant 
lion  superimposed  upon  each.  The  crest  rests  upon  the  shield;  it 
is  composed  of  the  head  and  neck  piece  (vizor,  etc.)  of  a  mediaeval 
knight.  The  upper  half  of  the  body  of  a  lion,  standing  erect  be¬ 
tween  the  wings  above  the  shield,  rests  upon  the  head  piece ;  the 
lion’s  paws  are  extended  toward  the  left,  his  right  paw  holding 
a  fleur-de-lis. 


Von  Eisenhart 


“Der  alteste  zurickstammende  war  der  Rittergutsbesitzer,  Otto 
bert  von  Isenhart,  wohnhaft  in  der  Ritterburg,  Alberiss,  Oberamt 
Wangen  (Allgau)  ;  durch  das  K  gl  Archiv  in  Stuttgart.  Nach- 
gewesen,  die  Burg  zerfiel  und  der  Adel  erlosch  in  IS  Jahrlumdert.’ 

A  Translation 


The  oldest  ancestor  was  the  knightly  landowner,  Ottobert  von 
Jsenhart,  residing  in  Ritterburg,  Alberiss,  chief  administrative 
center  of  Wangen,  Allgau,  (a  district  in  southwest  Bavaria,  ad¬ 
joining  Wurtemberg).  Source:  the  royal  archives  in  Stuttgart. 
Afterwards,  the  castle  fell  into  ruins  and  the  nobility  became 
extinct  in  the  18th  century. 


The  Pomerania  Eisenhart  Wappen 

In  a  letter,  dated  August  14,  1954,  Dr.  Braun  enclosed  a  photo 
copy  of  an  Eisenhart  coat  of  arms  (Wappen)  which  lie  says  is 
identical  (identisch)  with  the  sketch  (Skizze)  of  the  Wappen  you 
saw  in  the  home  of  Erwin  Eisenhart,  copy  of  which  (in  outlin 
only)  Dr.  Braun  had  sent  me  Feb.  12,  1951.  He  adds,  how 
ever,  1)  that  the  photo  copy  of  the  shield  he  now  submits  is  with 
out  crest  (ohne  Helmzier),  and  2)  that  the  colors  are  not  like 
those  you  saw  in  Herr  Eisenhart’s  home.  He  cites  his  souro 
of  information  as  1)  Rolland  Illustrated  Universal  (allg)  Wap 
penbuch  (coat  of  arms  book),  and  2)  “in  the  book  by  Rietstup. 
In  the  latter  book,  he  says  “the  shield  is  divided  into  four  part- 
(viergeteilt)  ;  fields  one  and  four  are  red  with  one  silver  lion  on 
each;  fields  two  and  three  are  gold  with  sky-blue  lilies.  A  phot«* 
graph  of  this  Wappen  is  shown  herein. 


Mar.  Amadea  Eisenhart.  School 
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See  “Ancestry”  book  for  reference  to  her. 


The  following  in 
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formation  is  taken  from  her  letter  to  the  writer,  mailed  at  Boden- 
mais,  Bayr.  Wald,  Germany,  and  dated  Dec.  6,  1951  : 

George  Eisenhart  was  a  very  industrious  man  and  a  well- 
qualified  writer  during  the  years  before  World  War  II.  He  had 
traveled  from  Jena  to  the  Bavarian  P orest,  (presumably,  for 
information  about  the  Eisenhart  Family  in  Germany). 

August  von  Eisenhart.  a  member  of  the  nobility,  was  chief 
of  the  cabinet  council  under  King  Ludwig  II  of  Bavaria, 
(source,  a  small  book  about  King  Ludwig  II). 

The  Bavarian  Eisenharts  were  knights.  She  says,  “I  myself 
have  found  the  following  in  an  old  chronicle:  From  1430  to 
1454,  a  free,  landowner,  von  Eisenhart,  occupied  the  castle, 
Schwa rzwliir  in  the  Upper  Palatinate.” 

The  castle  Belzig,  named  The  Eisenhart,  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
Magdeburg.  Miss  Eisenhart  expresses  doubt  as  to  whether  she 
herself  is  descended  from  the  nobility  branch  of  the  Eisenhart 
family. 


American  Eisen harts 

Since  b  ebruary  1951,  the  writer  has  learned  from  time  to  time 
of  Eisenharts  living  in  the  states  of  Washington,  Nebraska,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Indiana,  California  and  Ohio,  in  addition  to  those  referred 
to  in  his  family  History. 

Inasmuch  as  the  primary  purpose  of  this  Supplement  is  to  sup¬ 
ply  information  about  European  Eisenharts,  additional  informa¬ 
tion  about  American  Eisenharts  is  not  included.  The  writer  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  search  for  information 
about  Eisenharts  is  sufficiently  covered  in  his  History  and  this 
Supplement  to  enable  interested  members  of  the  Family,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  to  trace  their  line  of  descent  from  very  early 
times. 


Known  Errors  in  the  Writer’s  Family  History 


Correction 
Oct.  14,  1738 
Annie  Bertha 
died  in  1912 
Susanna  Doll,  1 
Adam  Wolf,  17 


Location 


Page  4,  line  6 


63, 

39; 

95, 

24; 
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V, 

24; 

or  etc.  135, 

13; 

Correction 
Lorenz  Simon 
Auditor  General's 
Jacob  Baltzley 
Daniel,  d.  1794 
John,  not  Wm. 


Location 
Page  5,  line  2  ; 
Dept.  94,  19; 

116.  5; 
134.  37; 

137,  23. 


Abbottstown,  Pa. 
Jan.  1,  1955. 


Signed  :  \\  illis  Wolf  Kiscnhart 


•J  .T-U  n  I 
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